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REFLECTION

After we published information for contributors to 
this issue we were cautioned by a reader to take care 

when talking about serving God’s purpose, that the serving 
is not our action but God’s. We agreed that while we are 
His hands and feet, the ability and desire to serve comes 
from Him. About that time I heard in a Sunday sermon 
the words, “we are the instruments through which God 
accomplishes His purpose.” It was a good way to put it 
because instruments do not act on their own. It is so easy 
to be busily serving away with much joy for the right 
reasons and still slip into being pleased with “our” serving.

“Serving His Purpose” will be the backbone of the next 
several issues, with each focusing on a different area for 
that serving. In this issue we will consider how God uses us 
to serve our sisters and brothers in Christ, whether in our 
homes or in our congregations.

One of our writers listed some of the many ways we 
can serve our church and fellow worshippers, things like 
serving in an office, folding bulletins, fixing a leak or 
cleaning bathrooms. She went on to add teaching Sunday 
school, leading the youth, washing dishes after funeral 
luncheons or church suppers. I pointed out that these are 
all physical actions, things we “do.” Are we not also serving 

when we worship together, providing 
encouragement and support just by 
being there? That set her off on a 
different track with her writing. And it 
also sent me off in another direction.

When you or I give, someone has 
to receive. Are we only to be givers? 
In John 13:1-20 Jesus washes the 
disciples’ feet and says He does so as 
an example for us to follow. But note 
verse 14: “If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet.” (emphasis added) It says to me that we 
also need to be gracious receivers, not just stalwart “I’ll do 
it” people. Why do we often feel guilty about needing and 
asking for help? Why is it that if we can’t do all we used 
to do for whatever reason, especially in the church, we 
feel guilty? We talk about using our gifts. Perhaps we are 
sometimes given a gift of helping and at other times the gift 
of needing help so that someone else can exercise their gift 
of helping. While our articles and studies don’t all approach 
this question you will find some that do. 

May you be blessed by the words of all our writers.
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lived just doors from the hospital and made almost daily 
visits to see if, by chance, a Lutheran was in hospital. Soon 
the Sisters of St. Joseph realized that although Eileen was 
there to comfort Lutherans, she was quite happy to visit 
anyone who had no visitors. Since it was a regional hospital 
serving many isolated island communities, there were often 
patients whose family could not visit but still needed a 
friendly person at their side.  

Eileen once confessed that one patient she was asked 
to visit was an elderly Chinese lady who neither spoke nor 
understood English. “Eileen,” I asked her, “what did you 
do?” Her reply was, “Oh, I just held her hand and smiled.”

About then the Sisters set in place a formal hospice 
group. Many would join but it was Eileen who mentored 
them. Now, it takes a very special person to sit with the 
dying...and to later say, “It was such a beautiful experience.” 
She would continue to help the grieving family for as long 
as they needed her.

Hospice became a national association and Eileen 
would, after years of service, receive a wonderful tribute 
from them.

Maybe it was because Eileen had, herself, often been so 
close to death that she was always close to her Saviour. She 
was a gentle voice, a listening ear and friendly hand. Forty 
years ago, there was no formal hospice work...so she had 
not understood her God-given talent to serve the body of 
Christ in such an everyday way.    

We will never know how many people were given 
Eileen’s friendly hand and listening ear. She would certainly 
never tell anyone. It was just something that came so easily, 
so naturally to her, and if pastor had not needed her to 
go over to the hospital, she may never have started the 
wonderful hospice work she did so well.

Judy Hagen is a member of Faith LWMLC, Courtney, B.C.

by Judy HagenW e all know the 
parable of the 

“talents.” When the Master 
was going away, he left five talents 
with one servant, two talents with another but 
only one talent with the third. As we know the five talents 
grew to ten, the two grew to four but out of fear of losing 
his one talent the last man buried it (Matthew 25:15-18).

When we look around the members of our LWMLC we 
see many women but no two alike. If you think of them as 
having been given “talents” to manage, do you see the ones 
who use them or some who are afraid and bury them?

Where do you fit in this parable? Do you go boldly to 
grow in the work you do, or do you hide?  

Sometimes there are positions within the church or 
LWMLC or in the daily life of a Christian that you could 
do...but have never been asked or did not consider them 
of any value. Sometimes a member has a very small gift, 
something that is like the widow’s mite. She gives with all 
her heart, but she does not see the value because, well, it’s 
just something she does. It’s from her heart.

I have a dear friend who thought she did not have 
value. Looking back (it may have been 40 years ago), I don’t 
remember the topic at the LWML meeting which prompted 
Eileen to say, “Well, I can’t really do anything.”

When Eileen was born there was much concern in the 
delivery room that she would not survive the night, so her 
mother immediately asked for a bowl of water and baptized 
her right there. 

She was small and, as we say, “sickly.” But that night at 
the meeting, she did not get any sympathy from the others. 
Many even laughed. “What do you mean you can’t do 
anything!!!”

Eileen’s greatest gift was to listen.  
The pastor at that time served two congregations, so 

he expected members to help with visiting unless it was 
a serious matter for which he was required. Some of the 
ladies went to nursing homes and shut-ins. But Eileen 

A Hidden 
Gift
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Background
I work at Vernon Christian School, and every year 

we have a Bible verse as our theme for the year. This 
year (2019) the theme was just two words: “God 
breathed.”

I was assigned to lead a weekly staff devotion in 
January. Since I knew in December that my turn was 
coming up, I had time over the holidays to reflect on 
what I would do. Two things occurred to me:

1. Since December can be such a dark month, I love 
it that everyone on our block really decorates 
their homes with Christmas lights. Instead of 
darkness and gloom, everything is so cheery.

2. To me it is such a good illustration of how the 
Prince of Darkness tries to come into our lives and 
fill them up with darkness, taking away our joy. 
But Jesus, the Light of the world, defeats him.

 I was inspired to write a poem which I felt 
reflected the darkness being overcome by the very 
breath of God.  

Did You know how it would feel?
When I heard my baby’s cry
in the stillness of the night,

tears of joy rolled down my face
as he took that breath of life.

And I pondered, did You know, Lord,
how Your first breath would feel?

When I looked into my mother’s eyes
as she took her final breath,

tears of sorrow streamed my cheeks
as I came face to face with death.

And I pondered, did You know, Lord,
how Your final breath would feel?

Your breath, O God, is life itself,
and with that breath You spoke the words

that sent Your Son from Your throne above
to be born into our world.

And I pondered, with that breath, Lord,
did You feel what it would do?

“Yes, my child, 
and I still went forth,

     for there’s no limit on my love for you.

Every anger, every fear,
every heartache, every tear,

every physical pain,
every broken dream,

every disappointing year;
even death itself tried to take its toll...

I felt it all for you.

Yes, my child,
I did go forth,

I gave my life for you.
But I breathed again!

I conquered sin!
My promises are true!

So let my breath penetrate you,
let it heal your troubled soul.

Let it fill your heart with laughter;
with a joy that overflows

till peace and hope reign deep within...
...the darkness shall not win!”

*
*

Now, as the dawn breaks, 
and the world awakes

to this new life God has restored...
...the day breathes...the shadows flee...

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
by Donna Tufts

Vernon, B.C.  
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Something changes in your life, slowly or suddenly, 
and you begin to question your purpose—or, more 
importantly, God’s purpose for you. How many people 

of faith in God’s Word found themselves in uncertain places 
not exactly sure where God was leading them? 

For many years I was richly blessed with serving in the 
body of Christ, given the opportunity to work in my home, 
my congregation and through LWMLC; working alongside 
many other faithful friends, and with God’s strength 
following the words of Deuteronomy 10:12, “And now, O 
Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear 
the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, 
to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul…”

When changes come and we find ourselves unable to 
continue in those activities we may question “now what?” 
When John Milton, an English poet, turned blind at the 

age of forty he wrote, “They also serve who only stand and 
wait.” But he reminded himself that “God does not need 
‘man’s work’ provided that His servants on earth are still 
loyal to Him and are prepared to wait for Him to call them. 
[emphasis added] While some serve God in active ways 
as befits their abilities, there are others who provide their 
own form of service and God will not be any the less 
worshipped because of it—He has plenty of active people to 
do His bidding.”

Galatians 6:9-10 tells us: “Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers.” As we grow older, or our life changes 
for other reasons, key words for us in this passage are “as 
we have opportunity.”

Now 
what?

by Judy Grande

continued next page
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Changes for me include myelofibrosis (blood cancer) 
which hasn’t given me pain to this point but has given 
me fatigue, a symptom my doctor says will continue to 
increase. Also, moving to a residence for seniors has changed 
our budget, which means making decisions regarding 
activities—for example, how much gas can I afford this 
month? Both changes meant that in the past year I’ve found 
the need to drop out of ways I’ve served in the past.  

There have been times of sadness in missing activities, 
times of frustration with my energy level, times of guilt 
that I’m not there to help. In my morning prayer a constant 
is, “Lord open my eyes to see the opportunities You place 
before me to serve and to tell others of Your love.” Martin 
Luther said, “You should not believe your conscience and 
your feelings more than the Word which the Lord who 
receives sinners preaches to you.”

Will Rogers, an American stage and film actor, wisely 
said, “We can’t all be heroes, because somebody has to sit on 
the curb and applaud when they go by.” I was usually part 
of the parade or the active part of service. And now I need 
to be more active in applauding or encouraging others. No 
matter what we do in love for others we’re still a part of the 
body of Christ. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 12:24b-26 
(NIV): “But God has combined the members of the body 
and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so 
that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, 
every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part 
rejoices with it.” And again Paul says in Colossians 3:23-24: 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving.” By lifting up others in their 
service, we’re serving. By recognizing someone else’s gift and 
encouraging them to use it, we’re serving.

Ephesians 2:10 tells us: “For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Notice there 
isn’t a timeline here. He prepared work for us at every 
stage of our life. I believe, and I know you do too, if God 
has plans for us He’s going to let us know. But sometimes 
we need to wait patiently to see the direction He wants us 
to take. In Acts 1:4 we read, “On one occasion, while He 
(Jesus) was eating with them, He gave them this command: 
‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.’” Imagine 
their impatience to go out and tell the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection only to be told to wait. God was still preparing 
them for the task He was giving them. Often in our lives we 
need to simply be still, listen and wait for God’s direction. 
Wait maybe for the strength (spiritual) we need to carry 

on with the new task He’s planned for us. And so from 
Proverbs 3:5 God tells us, “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding.” And 
in Isaiah 55:8-9 He says, “For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the 
LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My 
ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 

And while we wait, we continue to serve—for we may 
be exactly where our loving God wants us to be, doing 
exactly what He wants us to do. Romans 12:11-13 tells us, 
“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. 
Practise hospitality.” And in Hebrews 10:24-25 we read, 
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.”

Think of how encouraged you have been and still are 
as you see all the seniors in our congregations faithfully 
there every Sunday worshipping, singing, praying together 
as God encourages us in Psalm 150:1: “Praise the LORD. 
Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty 
heavens.” And Psalm 95:1-3: “Come, let us sing for joy to 
the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him 
with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, 
the great King above all gods.” Martin Luther tells us: 
“To gather with God’s people in united adoration of the 
Father is as necessary to the Christian life as prayer” and 
“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm 
the agitations of the soul; it is one of the magnificent and 
delightful presents God has given us.” Our voices may not 
be acceptable in the choir but we can join the psalmist who 
says in 104:33 “I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will 
sing praise to my God as long as I live.” 

God has given me opportunities to encourage and 
pray for residents in our seniors’ complex. And, after an 
invitation—I realize maybe I can still write and lift others 
up through His Word. My favourite prayer comes from 
Hebrews 13:20-21 and I pray it for each of you who may 
also be wondering, “What Next?” May the God of peace, 
who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing His will, and 
may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Judy Grande is a member of Mount Olive LWMLC, Regina, Sask.
Scripture taken from New International Version (NIV)

Now what, continued
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“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these’” (Matthew 19:14 NIV). I was a Sunday school 
teacher and pastor’s wife long before I became a parent. 
Once we had children, I tried to get imaginative on how to 
make Christ real to my children, but also to the children 
in our congregations. I love working with children and 
opening their minds and hearts to learning and especially 
learning about their Saviour. Here are some ideas we, as 
Christian parents/educators, used in our home that you 
might consider.

DAILY: 
 Sit down together at 
the table for your meals 
and visit together but also 
PRAY together. Have a list of 
mealtime prayers and use a 
different prayer each night or 
week (have a child pick the 
prayer). 

At bedtime, kneel 
together or sit on the bed and 

recite a bedtime prayer, including special/simple petitions. 
As the child gets older, incorporate the Lord’s Prayer. You 
can ask your pastor for a list of bedtime prayers or Google 
some or purchase a book on them. Again, let a child pick 
the prayer each night or a different one each week. 

When my children were infants, I put on taped 
children’s songs from the Cradle Roll packets. I sang to 
them all the time, especially the Sunday school songs I 
knew. Plus, I read to them all the time too, especially a 
Bible story before bedtime.

Display crosses and plaques 
visibly in your home and talk 
about their meaning.

WEEKLY: 
Go to church! Children 

love and need routine. The 
worship service is so visual with 
the different themed banners 
and paraments and the candles 
and bulletin cover. Children 
love peering through the aisles 

Nurturing God’s little children
– daily, weekly, all year round!

by Diane Dennis

continued next page

Resources from Lutheran Hour Ministries
through Lutheran Laymen’s League–Canada

LLL.ca

FOR KIDS
Learning to Pray

The Christmas Journey
The Easter Story

FOR FAMILIES
30 Days of Household Devotions
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to see a baptism or the candles being lit/snuffed out or 
putting the offering in the plate or going for the blessing 
at communion! Get involved in the children’s Christian 
education activities. As they get into the routine of 
attending church they will become involved in the service.

SEASONALLY: 
At Advent, we had a candleholder with space for four 

candles. We bought three purple votives, one pink votive 
and one white candle for the centre. The kids loved to snuff 
out the candle(s) nightly for the four weeks. Get them to 
read the mini-devotion or prayer at mealtime (again, ask 
your pastor about these or go to a Christian supply store). 
My husband, being a pastor, received many samples over 
the years for Lent and Advent. 

Decorate the tree with Chrismons—styrofoam 
ornaments with glitter and beads in the shape of Christian 
symbols—or with their Sunday school craft decorations. 
Have them colour a Holy Family colouring page in crayon 
and gently spread cooking oil on it to give it a stained glass 
look to hang in the window! One year my kids were sick 
and stayed home from school, so we made our own Advent 
calendar with Christian stickers and gift tag pictures. They 
would turn the pictures over in December using sticky tack 
until we got to December 24!  

For Lent, I created a design on paper of a crooked 
pathway of rocks (a rock for each day of the week) and 
crosses (to represent the Sundays) to trace the pathway of 
Jesus to the cross and then to the open tomb. The kids had 
to colour a rock or cross of the day until we got to Easter. 
Then they knew how many days of Lent and how many 
days until Easter.  

If your area has a Lutheran camp, 
send a “thinking of you” card to each 
camper reminding them they are there 
to make friends and learn about God’s 
great love for them in the beautiful 
environment He created. Kids get 
homesick and would love to receive 
mail. Put in an LHM booklet (but check 
with the camp board if this is okay!). 
We did this for the LWMLC Central 
District’s three camps as the convention 
ingathering. The response to sending a 
card to campers was phenomenal and 
the kids loved the thought!

One of our LWMLC societies 
meets just before catechism classes 
and saves some of their goodies for 
the catechumens when they come 
to church after school and they are 
hungry! Does your church have 

Bible story books or videos? See if you can borrow them! 
Congregations/LWMLC societies/Christian Education 
boards give out toddler Bibles or Baptism crosses or 
prayer shawls to the parents of a baptized child or put a 
confirmand’s Bible verse on a banner or give out a prayer 
book or cross. Make sure your congregation has regular 
or routine Christian education classes, covering much of 
the year! VBS doesn’t have to be a whole week long but can 
be a day or three. Our Lutheran camps can be supported 
by sending our children or sponsoring a child to attend. 
Get involved in your congregation and its programs and 
missions. Have your family talk of a mission to support. 
I used to haul my kids to all my society meetings, etc., 
and talk of my volunteer work. If you are babysitting a 
child on a Saturday night or for a church activity, bring 
them to church. Don’t hide them! Involve your children 
in your faith life and activities. PRAY together. WORSHIP 
together. SERVE together. “Fix these words of Mine in your 
hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, 
talking about them when you sit at home or when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Write them on your doorframes of your houses and on 
your gates, so that your days and the days of your children 
may be many in the land that the Lord swore to give your 
forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above 
the earth” (Deuteronomy 11:18-21 NIV).

Diane Dennis, VP Christian Mission Central District LWMLC 
and a member of St Paul Lutheran Church, Cupar, Sask. 

and Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Southey, Sask.  

Nurturing little ones, continued
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There are readers and there are writers. They need each 
other. It is my prayer, as I share my experiences, that 

these words will encourage you, the reader, to write for 
the benefit of others: family, friends, neighbours or with 
whomever God would have you share. 

I write with purpose and a desire to share. My words 
are simple yet my thoughts are from deep down in my 
heart, mind and very soul. I am a visual learner and gain 
much understanding and comfort from seeing the words 
rather than just hearing them. In my teenage years, I 
enjoyed writing short entries in my diary, reading them 
over and reminiscing of days gone by. My first poem was 
written one night when I was 16 years old on our secluded 
farm. I felt very lonely and reached out to God with pen 
in hand. Through that exercise, I sensed God’s presence 
and His love for me. This poem hasn’t previously been 
shared with anyone.

Be still

I looked out on a quiet night
All alone—
No one in sight.

A time for thought 
No sound—
And words unsought.

But the stillness was broken
How strange—
Not a word was spoken.

And yet I knew 
I’d found—
My peace with You! 

Poem written 1962 (16 years old)

Here I am, Lord, with pen in hand
by Irene Warpula

continued next page
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Life got busy with school and college demanding 
not necessarily my thoughts but rather the knowledge I 
had acquired. So it was ten years later that I was drawn 
to express my feelings on paper again. I was searching 
for everything from direction in my life to acceptance, 
forgiveness and ways to put things into perspective. I was 
a stay-at-home mom, busy with three small children, a 
farm and involvement in church activities. But I needed 
more. Daily reading of God’s Word inspired me to search 
for answers, to find comfort and assurance that God would 
“never leave me nor forsake me,” that “His promises were new 
every morning,” that I was “His beloved child!” 

And so I wrote on scraps of paper, even on the back 
of a grocery list. I still have a big folder of these written 
thoughts and uncompleted poems that I plan to sort 
through. But at the time it was a very beneficial exercise. 
Like a heartfelt prayer released in the air brings one peace, 
so my writings would often be unfinished because I had 
reached a realization or gained insight that I could rejoice 
over. (Or maybe I was just interrupted by the phone, a 
baby’s cry or the oven timer!)

From there, it progressed to journaling everything, 
from life on the farm to short excursions as well as 
challenges a mother faces while raising a family. I wanted 
to have memories to share with our children when they 
were old enough to appreciate them and also for me to read 
in my old age when the past was just a memory. 

And then, involvement in LWML for the last 40 years 
gave me opportunities to delve deeper into God’s Word 
and with His guidance try my hand at writing devotions, 
prayers, skits and even Bible studies. It took time and lots 
of prayer. I wanted to be true to God’s Word and share what 
He gave me to write. I wrote because of the encouragement 
someone would give me to just try my hand at writing. 
Reading the works of others who, too, were trying to reach 
new horizons gave me hope and the assurance that it was 
okay to share my faith. The gospel message of God’s love 
through Jesus Christ needed to reach out to everyone 
everywhere. I could do my part “wherever and whenever He 
had need of me” (from LWMLC Pledge).

For each of the last sixteen years, a Christmas poem 
has arrived with little effort on my part, usually coming in 
the wee hours of the morning. I’d get up, quickly write the 
words down in a matter of twenty minutes or less, so as not 
to forget them. In the morning I’d check the grammar and 
punctuation, often missing obvious mistakes. To me, it was 
truly heaven sent. Sometimes it rhymed but sometimes it 
was just prose. I could not take the credit for it because I 
was convinced that it was given to be shared. 

LOOK UP FOR  HIS COMING
The world looks up into the starry night

Awaiting his coming dressed in red not –WHITE.
They anticipate gifts from the lists they have written 

Not content with the BEST GIFT – ALREADY GIVEN!  
(vs 1, 2004)

And so each year, I patiently waited for a poem from 
October on. And it would come; always different, always 
when I least expected it. What joy to share it! It was His 
gift given to me to pass on. I didn’t worry about criticism, 
though I must admit I was still hesitant to put it out there 
before the public. Now, with email, Facebook and other 
venues, the poem goes out across Canada and to foreign 
countries. It is meant to encourage the readers to go to 
God’s Word and draw close to our Lord Jesus Christ for 
comfort and assurance of His love for them. “It only takes a 
spark to get a fire going…” (Kurt Kaiser, 1969).

After my mother went to be with the Lord (fourteen 
years ago), I began focusing my attention on our four 
children by writing “Love Letters in the Sands of Time” to 
each of them for Mother’s Day. It was my gift to them. In 
those individual letters, I reminisced over the joy they had 
brought us while growing up, gave words of encouragement 
in their endeavours and affirmed how precious they were to 
God and to us. Memories are made of this. 

Not wanting to have our heritage lost and forgotten, I 
started writing our family history including the genealogy 
in story form and the life of our parents as told to us from 
their earliest recollections. Our trips to Finland, where they 
grew up, helped immensely (visual learner as I am). How 
God had written our love story, adventures on the farm, and 
everything that gave meaning to our life were some of the 
topics. Pictures completed each chapter. I began to see life 
in chapter form. And though it is still a work in progress, 
even our older grandchildren have enjoyed and appreciated 
reading about the life of those near and dear to them, 
making it all worthwhile. Hindsight is 20/20 and to record 
how God’s hand has consistently been writing our story is a 
testimony of His unfailing love through to all generations.

You may be the very one whom God uses to share the 
love of Jesus with someone and your testimony may be the 
beginning for them to search God’s Word for themselves. 
You may never know what transpires in that interaction 
between the writer and the reader, nor the comfort and 
encouragement received. 

Irene Warpula is an LWMLC member living and writing 
in Thunder Bay, Ont.

Pen in hand, continued
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We often hear people proudly say that they are 
“spiritual.” I looked up the term “spiritual” in my 

online dictionary. The many definitions started with 
“relating to or affecting the human spirit or soul as opposed 
to material or physical things” and ended with “a religious 
song of a type sung by black Christians in the southern 
U.S.” I was looking for a reference to God the Holy Spirit, 
but sadly I did not find one. 

While I was searching, I looked up the term “spiritual 
body.” I was flabbergasted by the results! I found strange 
references to “biblical astrology” and diagrams with 
illustrations of “Almighty God” paralleling the sun at the 
top, “our Redeemer” as the moon in the middle, and our 
feet as the earth at the bottom. Somewhere in there was the 
“Red Planet” which stood for the womb. What??? Another 
depicted air and sunlight and food and water as “vitality 
elements” leading to the “spiritual element” of God’s love 
and truth. Do people really fall for this stuff? Yes, oh yes, 
they do. 

We Christians consider ourselves to be part of a 
“spiritual body,” but we need look no further than the 
Apostles’ Creed for what the definition of a spiritual body 
really is. We are called the “communion of saints.” We 
are God’s holy community of believers and followers, an 
“assembly of saints” in the words of Martin Luther. Read 
Ephesians 1:3-14 and 1 Peter 2:9-10.

I’ve heard many comments lately that we live in 
strange times. I find myself reacting like one of those 
bug-eyed, open-mouthed memes saying, “Ya think?” We 
ask ourselves how our world has gotten so out of control. 
The answer is simple. Too many, including you and me, 
often neglect God’s Word and don’t act as a member 
of His spiritual body. We have forgotten to follow the 

directives that He gave us in the Ten Commandments. 
Read Deuteronomy 5:7-21. 

How does God want us to act? Read 1 Peter 2:1-3, 
11–17. Too often, we aren’t living as He would have us live, 
fulfilling the purpose He has given us on this earth. What is 
this purpose? Read Matthew 22:34-40 and Luke 10:25-28.

God gave us the gift of salvation through the life, death 
and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We didn’t earn it by anything we did. He gave it to us by 
grace alone, through faith alone, based on scripture alone. 
Although we know that we are not saved by our good 
works, God has a purpose for us. He wants us to serve Him 
by sharing and teaching the Gospel and by serving and 
loving our neighbour. While our neighbour is anyone “who 
has need of us,” Scripture calls us to first serve our fellow 
Christians in this spiritual body, especially our family and 
fellow congregants. 

The Bible tells us that, although we are part of the 
body of Christ, we are individual members with individual 
gifts given to us by God’s grace so we can each serve Him 
in our own way. Read and consider Romans 12 and 1 
Corinthians 12 to see how God has intended that we, 
as members of this spiritual body of believers in Christ, 
can serve His purpose. Let us follow His plan rather 
than looking for fulfillment through New-Age nonsense 
masquerading as spirituality. The possibilities are endless!

Let us pray. Dear Heavenly Father, show us how to live as 
You intend and to serve You through our love and actions 
towards all those who are part of the communion of saints. 
Thank you for the gift of salvation through Your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Ruth Ann Misener is a member of
St. Peter’s Lutheran LWMLC, Simcoe, Ont.

What does a “spiritual body” mean to you?

by Ruth Ann Misener

The author said this is an article that turned into a Bible study. Since 
we already had three studies, we kept it as an article. We would love to 
incorporate the words of the Scripture passage to which the author directs 
readers but there isn’t space so, before you start to read, we encourage you 
get out your Bible and be ready to read from it in the appropriate places.
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For group or personal studyGOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

Begin by reading Romans 12:1-6a.

Created to Be:
God has created us—body, mind and spirit—to work 

in harmony so our total being is serving God. When our 
body and mind are in tune with our spiritual life, we have a 
proper balance and, with the Spirit’s help and guidance, we 
are able to live in closer harmony with God and His will. 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. How do you see your 
body as a temple of the Spirit? How does God make this 
possible? Why does Paul say, “you are not your own”? What 
price was paid?  

Paul urges us in Romans 12:1 to become living 
sacrifices. Does this include just our “spiritual self ”? What 
is he really telling us and what kind of life does being 
a living sacrifice include? What is accomplished as we 
sacrifice body, mind and spirit? 

For us to be a living sacrifice, what two things must 
take place, according to Romans 12:2a? In each case 
someone is responsible for the action. Who is responsible 
when we’re conformed to the world? Who is responsible 
when we’re transformed? Consider how our Heavenly 
Father renews our mind. How does He transform us to 
follow His will? We truly see God’s mercy and grace, 
knowing He forgives us when we allow ourselves to 
conform to the world, and then experiencing the freedom 
He gives us as He transforms us into His children.

As God works in our hearts through Word and 
Sacrament, we become more in tune with Him, more 
Christ-like in our thoughts and actions by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. What caution does Paul give us in Romans 
12:3? Of what is Paul reminding us, and why do we need 
this reminder often?

 
Getting in Shape:

God created us in such a way that each part of our 
body needs nourishment or it will die. Nourishment brings 
change or transformation which causes growth.

In the following passages, identify the part of the body 
to which it refers, how it is nourished and what result 
or growth takes place: 1 Corinthians 10:31; Philippians 

4:8-9; 1 Peter 2:2-3. What other examples can you give of 
nourishment and growth—for body, mind and spirit?

How do challenges, testing and discipline help in 
the growth process? Think of an athlete preparing for 
competition or a student preparing for an exam as you 
consider how times of trial/testing have affected your faith. 
God says He will refine us and make us pure.

There are three things to consider in any transformation 
process: 1) Where am I? 2) Where should I be (or where do 
I want to be)? and 3) How do I get there? An example would 
be—my body lacks energy—I want to have enough energy 
to be able to do my job—therefore I need to eat, exercise and 
get a good night’s sleep. Give some examples for the mind 
and spirit. As we grow and are transformed, what result 
takes place according to Romans 12:2b? Consider the three 
steps—where am I? (a sinner), where should I be? (following 
God’s will), how do I get there? (God transforms us through 
His Word and Sacrament).

What is God’s will according to the following passages: 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19; Ephesians 2:10; Romans 12:4-6a?  
We are created to do God’s will—body, mind and spirit, 
created to tell of His love and to serve Him.

A Step Further:
 In the book Team Ministry by Larry Gilbert (Church 

Growth Institute, ©1987, Lynchburg, Virginia) he says “Gifts 
are given without regard to any degree of commitment. 
They are given by God’s grace, not our faithfulness. They 
have nothing to do with how spiritual a person is.” Read 
Matthew 25:15. Notice that Jesus also emphasized in this 
parable that it was not how many talents a person received 
that was important, but what each person did with what 
was given to him.

As children of God we are all blessed with gifts to use 
in His Kingdom. We should accept what He has given us 
and rejoice as we remember that His purpose is to build 
the body and our gifts are needed. We can develop our gifts 
so that they grow to their full potential. We can enhance 
them with the fruit of the Spirit as we serve with patience 
and joy. Look again at Romans 12:1-2. We thank God and 

continued next page
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For group or personal studyGOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

If you were given the secret to wealth, or good health, 
or happiness, wouldn't you want to share it with your loved 
ones? My husband occasionally buys a lottery ticket, and 
we sometimes amuse ourselves discussing what we would 
do if we won the jackpot, how we would make life better 
for our family, our friends. That is definitely a material way 
of looking at the world, at life. 

But wait, what is our heavenly Father’s plan for us?

Read Ephesians 2:1-3. What is the problem of 
mankind, as it is described here? Can we do anything to 
solve this problem? Can I fix it? Can anyone?

Read verses 4 and 5. When did God love us? What 
condition were we in when He loved us?

What is God’s solution for the problem of our 
condition? Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-5. Tell, in your own 
words, God’s solution to our problem. How has this 
solution changed your life?

What does it mean to be alive together in Christ? (See 
Colossians 2:11-14 for a more complete description of this 
condition.)

God has an end in mind for His kindness toward us in 
Christ. Read Ephesians 2:6 and 7 to see a panoramic view of 
our salvation. What do you think will be happening then?

Read verses 8 and 9. Many of us remember 
memorizing these verses in religion class in school or in 
confirmation class. What is the most important teaching 
included in these verses? Why is it important?

Read verse 10 but tuck it away for consideration later 
in this study.

Move over to Ephesians chapter 3. Read verses 1 to 5. 
Without reading ahead, can you tell what the “mystery of 
Christ” is that Paul is talking about? Look at verse 6. Why 
is this such a big deal?

 Read verses 7 to 9. What was the Apostle Paul’s task to 
perform? 

What was the “plan of the mystery hidden for ages”? 
See Ephesians 1:9. See also Ephesians 5:32; Colossians 
1:27; Colossians 2:2-3. For the Apostle Paul, the mystery 
was always __________. Why?

Read Ephesians 3:20-21. Now, we believers in Christ 
are equipped with God’s power. What are we to do with 
it? Go back to Ephesians 2:10. What are some examples 
of “good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them?”

What are the good works that God has prepared for 
you to do? 

Remember, God does not ask us to do impossible tasks 
on our own power. He promises to be with us through 
everything, to the very end. Stay close to Him, reading His 
word every day, listening to the guiding the Spirit gives. 
Step out with His courage and power. For a little more 
encouragement, see John 14:12-14; 1 Corinthians 10:31; 
Philippians 4:4-9; 13.

 
Close by singing or reading LSB 826.

By Laurie Schaeffer, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Simcoe, Ont.

worship Him as we are transformed—body, mind and 
spirit—into His servants.

Can we choose not to use the gifts God gives us? Yes, 
but this is against God’s will and is sinful. We are called, 
at all times, to use our gifts to the best of our ability to 
proclaim Jesus Christ. Stop and think about who is affected 
when we don’t use our gifts. (What happens when you 
break a toe? Think about the comparison that Paul gives 
to the church and our physical body.) How does not using 
your gift affect you? The body of Christ? Those in need of 
your gift?  

Finally, what promises do you find in 1 Corinthians 
1:4-9? God is faithful. He created us and now He is the One 
who will help us reach our full potential as we stay in tune 
and walk with Him, body, mind and spirit.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank and praise You 
for transforming us from sinner to saint, from enemy to 
friend. Lord, grant us wisdom, strength and guidance so 
that all we do and all we are brings glory and honour to 
Your name. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Sing: Let us Ever Walk With Jesus (LW 381, LSB 685)

Judy Grande, Regina, Sask. 
At the time this was written she resided in Surrey, B.C.

Total Woman, continued

  Tapestry SUMMER 2020   www.lutheranwomen.ca14 

SERVING HIS PURPOSE

http://www.lutheranwomen.ca


For group or personal studyGOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD

When I was in my early 20s I was at  a church picnic. 
A man whom I had not seen in several years came up to 
me and we began to visit. His teenage daughter came and 
joined the conversation. Her dad asked her if she knew 
who I was. She said, “Yes! He’s Mrs. Julien’s boy!” My mom 
had been her grade 4 Sunday school teacher. I guess we’re 
all known somehow. (There’s worse things to be known as!)

Read John 1:29-42.

The Backseat Worker
What is a backseat worker? What is a frontseat worker? 

Why is there a difference? How can the two work together 
in everyday life? How do they work together in the Father’s 
kingdom?

1. Name as many of the twelve disciples as you can, along 
with something about them. For example:  Judas—
betrayed Jesus.

  

2. Andrew’s reputation was that of Simon Peter’s brother 
(I guess we’re all known somehow). He was one of the 
initial two followers of Jesus, so why are some of the 
other disciples better known? What was the first thing 
Andrew did? (vs. 41)

  

3. Is one worker in the kingdom more important than 
another? I once read this about Andrew—that he was a 
leader, but not at the head of the procession. How many 
of us can relate to Andrew?

  

4. How do we, on a daily basis, balance the tension 
between self-glory and the glory of God and the 
advancement of the cause of Christ?

 
 
5. Is it as simple as saying you’re either a backseat worker 

or a frontseat worker? If not, why not?
  

6. Think of a time when you felt slighted at home, work, 
church because you felt like you didn’t get the attention 

or credit you felt you deserved? (If you and the group 
are comfortable with it you can share your story.) How 
did you deal with this? What other ways might you have 
dealt with it? Again (sharing is optional), have you ever 
felt uncomfortable because of the attention you were 
getting? Why? How did you deal with that?

  

7. Take another look at Andrew—he was one of the first 
two disciples. John becomes known as “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.” Andrew is known as Simon Peter’s 
brother. (We all have to be known somehow).

 
 The New Testament is full of the exploits of Peter but 

not those of Andrew. Four fishermen—Andrew, Peter, 
James and John. Three have great apostolic fame and 
then there’s Andrew, whom we don’t know as much 
about. Do you think this was ever a problem for him? If 
you were he what might you have done about it? Why?

8. Andrew can be seen as a great contact man for the 
cause of Christ. This is also who we are, contacts for 
spreading the wonderful news of Christ and Him 
crucified. In the last words of our closing hymn, “Hark, 
The Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 826, we pray, “Here am 
I, send me, send me!”

We’re all known somehow. The most wonderful way we 
are known is as a follower of Christ!

Sing: “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 826

Pray: Good and gracious God we thank You for this day 
that You have given us. We pray for Your strength and 
direction to serve You as You will. We pray that our focus 
in all we do is on You and all You have done for us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.

Rev. Brad Julien, Thunder Bay, Ont.
At the time this study was written, Rev. Julien was 

LWML–Canada Counsellor living at Swift Current, Sask.
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“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

Sara’s favourite Bible verse

Janice’s favourite Bible verse
“Teach me Your way, O Lord, 
that I may walk in Your 
truth; unite my heart to fear 

You name” (Psalm 86:11).

 The Parkland Zone of Central District 
invited me to attend a district LWMLC 
convention. I was quite nervous, yet excited 
at the same time. I didn’t know many of those 
in my area who would be there but I was fairly confident 
I would recognize some faces, since I grew up in Regina 
attending Mount Olive Lutheran Church. I didn’t attend 
church regularly in my early adult life, but my Lutheran 
roots still kept me singing along to The Crew songs I 
learned in my youth group days and even led to this city 
girl following her husband to the small town of Oxbow, 
Sask., when he was called there for work. To this day I still 
call meeting my husband Devin divine intervention as his 
pickup line was actually “Lutheran’s Unite!”

My favourite part of attending the convention was 
meeting new friends. I instantly loved the company of 
my table mates and also enjoyed meals with other young 
women. I was encouraged by the willingness of all the 
women to have open conversations, share hugs, laughs and 
even some tears. 

The June 2019 weekend of the 
LWMLC Central District convention 
in Yorkton allowed me to make new 
connections with strong, inspiring 
women and continue to grow in my 

faith and service to my Lord.  
I sat beside the Capital Zone president who guided 

me through the days’ proceedings and votes. Seeing Camp 
Lutherland being selected as number one priority to 
support (new mattresses/fans) through the mission votes 
warmed my heart as I have a personal connection to the 
camp through my years as a camper and camp counsellor.

I was recruited to help with counting the ingathering 
of gift cards/monies for the camps and got to see firsthand 

I am thankful to have been able to learn 
more about LWMLC. Growing up I always 
heard about it but was never involved in it 
myself.  My godmother, Melody Albus, is a 
part of LWMLC and she has always been an 
important part of my life. I pray one day that 
my own goddaughters, Maya and Kylie, and I 
will have that same special bond as we continue 
to grow in our Lutheran faith together.

An important part of the weekend for me was 
participating in the Mission Walk even though I did not 
pack appropriate footwear for the terrain! I was so happy 
to be part of the efforts to raise funds for Lutheran camps, 
as I spent a few summers at Camp Lutherland myself. 
My time there helped build my foundation and form 
memories that have brought me to who I am today, and 
for that I am grateful.

Janice Tide

JANICE TIDE (NELSON) began her career as an 
accountant in Saskatoon, Sask. During her ten years there 
she met her husband Devin. His teaching career moved 
them to Oxbow, Sask., where they became part of an 
amazing church family at St. Peter Lutheran Church.

SARA DENNIS works as a registered nurse 
in Regina. She is the daughter of Rev. Lowell 
and Diane Dennis and a member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Cupar, Sask. 

Sara Dennis

how the gifts are shared. I also had the opportunity to have 
lunch with the other three young women as well as District 
President Arlene Kish, National President Linda Long 
and the vice-president of member development, my mom 
(Diane Dennis). These ladies were outgoing and friendly 
and explained convention proceedings, as well as answered 
questions we had regarding LWMLC.  

Convention presentations were great! Dr. Leah 
Koetting Block’s presentation with the topic of end of life 
issues particularly stood out to me as I deal with this on a 
daily basis as a member of the healthcare profession.
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Linda Long, President

PERSPECTIVES FROM THE PRESIDENT

1 Corinthians 
12:12 (NIV) 
says, “The body 
is a unit, though 
it is made up 
many parts; and 
though all its 
parts are many, 
they form one 
body.” 

As I reflect on these words from 
Scripture, I am reminded that each 
individual part encourages the other. 
When one part in the human body, 
for example a broken bone, occurs, 
then the other bones and muscles will 
work harder to compensate for the 
failure of that bone. Likewise, when 
one part of our LWMLC unit needs 
encouragement, we will see other 
people and committees come together 
to support and encourage. In our 
walk as Lutheran women, our body is 
knit together in relationships that are 
part of the many roles we hold. That 
includes elected positions as well as 
loving, supportive members who are 
focusing on encouraging one another.

 We have one purpose and it is 
reflected in our Vision Statement: 
“Ignited by the grace of God and 
through the Holy Spirit, Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League–
Canada actively encourages all 
women to study God’s Word and 
share the Gospel.” Once again, the 
focus is to encourage all women—as 
part of one body.  

Our purpose, too, comes from 
God’s Word, when He tells us in 
Ecclesiastes 3:1, “For everything 
there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven” and verse 7, “a 
time to tear, and a time to sew; a time 
to keep silence, and a time to speak.” 
These verses help me remember 
that our purpose as an organization 
includes taking steps to revise, 
rework and start fresh with some of 

our efforts and initiatives. As God’s 
child, I know it is necessary to listen 
when some issues come to the fore, 
and to speak when clarity has been 
provided by many wise and caring 
people. Each part of our LWMLC 
body contains many gifts and talents 

to fulfill the purpose God has blessed 
us to focus upon.

May each of you be ignited by the 
grace of God and through our body, 
may you study God’s Word and share 
the Gospel, according to His purpose.

Linda Long, President

One body – one unit

Just listening to the latest hits OR
to the Old Testament for the first time?

Sometimes a picture is not 
what it seems!

You probably know that… 

Lutheran Bible Translators 
of Canada translates 
Scripture for people who 
have no Bible in their 
mother tongue.

Did you know LBTC provides the tools for them to hear it?

Support a Scripture Engagement Project!

For more information please contact
Lutheran Bible Translators of Canada

Phone: 1-866-518-7021     E-mail: info@lbtc.ca     Web: www.lbtc.ca
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Write of Jesus
As LWMLC women we are often 

asked to do a presentation or write 
an article. It may be only a short note 
of encouragement or a devotion. 
Have you stared at that blank sheet 
of paper and asked yourself, “Where 
do I start?” or “What is my topic/
purpose?”

Let me begin with these words:
Restrain, O Lord, the human pride

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or 

things
Would dim the words Your Spirit 

sings.
(LS 585, v.5; text by Philipp Melanchton, 
author of the Augsburg Confession and 

friend and collaborator of Martin Luther)

Our pastor did a presentation 
on the subject of such writing. We 
learned how we need to speak of Jesus 
to others and how to write of Jesus 
when this is asked of us. He said you 
should ask yourself, who am I? What 
are my vocations? Vocation means 
calling, so who am I called to be? 
Perhaps my calling is that of a parent 
or grandparent, spouse, friend. He 
cautioned that when you do not speak 
according to your vocation or calling, 
you are on shaky ground.

Pray before you begin. Prayer is 
a blessed thing. God commands and 
invites believers in Jesus Christ to pray.
“Come to Me, all who labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28).
“Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let 
your requests to  made known to 
God” (Philippians 4:6).

When you are ready to write, you 
are on firm ground when you quote 
the Bible. We are hearing directly 
from God. The basis of all Lutheran 
teachings is the Bible. We confess 
that the only authority for Christian 
teaching and life which never errs or 
leads us astray is God’s Word, which 
He has given to us in the Old and New 

Testament Scriptures.
Where do you get your script? 

Immerse yourself in Scripture 
and you will find your script. It is 
appropriate to speak what God has 
said. Be careful not to “shoehorn” 
God’s Word into what you say. Let His 
Word be the light that guides you.

When writing of Jesus, consider 
how you would speak to a friend. Your 
writeup may be well-intentioned to 
encourage, but where is Jesus? Have 
you proclaimed His saving work of the 
Gospel, i.e., salvation in Jesus’ name?
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Decide: What is my topic? My 
purpose? My text? Study your text in 
the context of the chapter to clarify what 
the text is saying. Remember we are not 
alone; our pastors will help if we ask. We 
are submitted to the Lord in what He 
has said. Let God speak for Himself.
“Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable 
in Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and 
my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).

Arletta Wood
taken from the Central District newsletter, 

Salt & Light.

COMMITTEE NOTES
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COMMITTEE NOTES

Making a “blessing bottle” – a servant event

Called
to
Speak

in everyday, purposeful conversations of Christ-centred faith

Called
to
Speak

in everyday, purposeful conversations of Christ-centred faith

“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope’” 
(Jeremiah 29:11). 

These words bring comfort and peace as we investigate 
the future and speculate where our path is going and how 
the Lord intends to use us in those plans. Jeremiah wrote 
these words to the exiles in Babylon to give them hope 
and have them turn to the Lord in prayer. LWMLC does 
the same as we map out the future. We pray to the Lord to 
direct us. We pray women will come forward to serve on 
committees as they did for the seminar committee. 

Our committees consist of women 
of great diversity. We live in different 
areas, we are in different stages of life, 
we have different talents, and different 
personalities. God in His great wisdom 
brings all these differences together 

into “one” whole. The seminar “ONE” discusses our unity 
but different approaches to serving and proclaiming Christ. 
It looks at what our purpose is and what our “ONE“ hope 
is, as the theme verse states: “There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father 
of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 
4:4-6 NIV).

We are “ONE” as we are “Called to Speak” — A new seminar and webinar for 2020

2020 Seminar Committee

Pat Geick – Laurentian District

Rosalie Schallhorn – Ontario District

Roberta Nixon – Central District 

Amanda Wolf-Armstrong 

– ABC District. 

An Emmaus Walk during the seminar brings us 
together with questions and conversations as we get 
acquainted as women of God. Here again we see God’s 
hand at work as He ties the “one” seminar into the topic of 
the webinar, “Called to Speak.” The theme verse is “There 
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the Light, that all might 
believe through him. He was not the Light but came to bear 
witness about the Light” (John1:6-8). 

This webinar will challenge 
us to have purposeful Christ-
centred conversations. 
It will help us recognize 
the opportunities to have 
purposeful conversations about 
Christ.

Watch for news on when 
the seminar will be presented near you and invite another 
woman of faith to share this opportunity. 

The webinar has great possibilities and is a new venture 
for our organization. Technology will be gathering us all 
together across the country. It will promote togetherness 
as we assemble to learn. Watch for the date and time and 
encourage all to join in as we learn to have Christ-centred 
purposeful conversations. 

“Blessings in a 
Bottle,” a mission 
service event 
accompanying the 
seminar, will benefit 
many at your local 
shelter. We share it 
here so you may use 
it in your advance 
advertising of the 
seminar.

Currently our 
cities, large or small, 
even our towns, are 
experiencing drug 
epidemics. We have 
many people living on the streets 
and searching for help. Hydration 
is a common problem amongst 
the homeless so BLESSINGS IN 
A BOTTLE is a way we can help. 

Purchasing a wide mouth 
(at least 2 1/2” wide) water 
bottle (perhaps from the 
Dollar Store) and filling it 
with items which may not 
be readily received from 
shelters can be a blessing. 
Here are some of the items 
you might include. Perhaps 
there are other ideas that suit 
your town or city.
•    Hot Hands hand and 

body warmers
•    Warm thermal socks
•    Band-aids and packets 

of pain relievers (check 
with your local shelter if they will 
accept)

• Chapstick
• Lotion
• Soft foods like Nutrigrain-type 

bars seem like a good idea (many 
homeless people suffer from dental 
issues)

• Instant drink mixes that only 
require hot water (they can often 
get this free from gas stations)

• Flavoured water drops (MiO, 
Dasani etc.)

• Personal anti-bacterial wipes
• Feminine hygiene products
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From the summer issue 2020 to spring 2021 we are 
looking at “serving His purpose”—how we are God’s 
instruments to accomplish His purpose, individually 
and corporately. In the issue you are reading we look at 
encouraging and supporting one another as part a family—
at home, with sisters in Christ and within the family of 
Christians. In the next issue we consider serving His purpose 
in our everyday life out in the world. In the issue we are 
inviting you to write for, we examine how our calling or 
vocation is instrumental in accomplishing His purpose.

Here are some thought-starters, but if, after prayer, the 
theme takes your thinking and writing in a different direction 
from these ideas, please follow that leading. God often directs 
a theme in ways we don’t imagine when we set it. 

Serving His purpose:
• at any age, from newborns to seniors
• in any circumstance
• being the one cared for/served
• changes to our calling throughout life
We also encourage articles on seasonal topics, Advent, 

Christmas, Epiphany, winter. In addition to articles we 
welcome art work, photos, craft ideas, recipes, etc.

Send your submission to editor-in-chief, Marion 
Hollinger, at tapestry@lutheranwomen.ca or 223 - 250 
Hunter Road, Saskatoon, SK S7T 0Y4. Please include a 
mailing address as well as your email address.

Like to write, take photos, create pieces of art? Share them through TAPESTRY

SERVING HIS PURPOSE: in our calling/vocation
Winter 2020 issue. Submission deadline: August 1, 2020

COMMITTEE NOTES

Mission Grant update

For the first time in over a dozen years, the 
faculties of both Lutheran Church–Canada seminaries 
met March 9-12 for a faculty retreat near Bragg Creek, 
Alta. Significant time was spent discussing documents 
about holistic formation of pastors that focuses on 
general human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral 
characteristics. Both seminaries currently focus on 
these, but the common discussion invited ways to 
weave relevant threads of each dimension throughout 
the seminary program. We also discussed current 
and future directions of a curricular model that 
might help address some of the current challenges to 
student recruitment and formation. Time in morning 
and evening was spent on devotions, building 
stronger relationships, devouring delicious food 
(thanks to Gord and Edith Schoepp), and hiking 
in two nearby parks. Special thanks to the LWMLC 
who made this possible by helping fund some of the 
retreat costs. The faculties both committed to future 
retreat involvement. The retreat ended just before 
tightened health restrictions put both seminaries onto 

$3,000 to assist the 
faculties of both 
LCC seminaries to 
meet.

completely online delivery of coursework. Thanks 
to previous LWMLC support, our IT needs are fairly 
up-to-date and our students continue to be formed as 
servants for Jesus’ sake, to learn, grow, and prepare to 
serve. Thanks LWMLC!

Rev. Dr. J. Gimbel, President, CLS, Edmonton

Spirited topical discussions about pastoral and diaconal 
formation.

Our devotional circle.
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NATIONAL MISSION GRANTS 2018-2021  April 1, 2018 to February 29, 2020
AMOUNT                 GRANT PAID  BALANCE TO PAY

Grants administered by Lutheran Church–Canada
$15,000	 Circuit	rider	transportation,	Atlantic	Canada	
$15,000 Mission and ministry projects, Moncton, N.B. 
$24,000	 VBS	teams	for	remote	congregations		
$12,600	 Rancheria	Feeding	&	Education	Program,	Nicaragua	
$		8,450	 Youth	ministry,	Central	America	
$  8,450  Evangelists/Deaconesses, Nicaragua 

$ 83,500         Total via LCC mission department $ 24,010.00 $ 59,490.00

Grants administered by recipient
$		5,000	 National	Youth	Gathering,	2019	 5,000.00	 COMPLETED
$		5,000	 Evangelism	outreach	course,	CLTS,	St.	Catharines		 2,500.00	 2,500.00
$10,500	 Technology	upgrade,	Zion	Lutheran	Christian	School,	
	 Prince	George,	B.C.	 	 10,500.00	 				COMPLETED

         Total via recipient  $ 18,000.00 $ 2,500.00

$26,000                                                     Mission Opportunity Fund 
	 French	language	devotional	booklet	distribution	 $	2,500.00
	 Grief	counselling	training,	King	of	Kings,	St.	Albert,	Alta.	 3,714.24	
	 Joint	seminary	faculty	meeting	re	curriculum	 2,308.81	 $	691.19	
	 Assistance,	Bethlehem	Walk,	Port	Coquitlam,	B.C.	 4,135.20
	 Mission	Team	Outreach	Ministry	at	Good	Shepherd	
	 						Lutheran	Church,	Moncton,	N.B.	 4,200.00	
Balance left in Fund   $ 9,141.75 

TOTAL GRANTS:                          $130,000 $ 58,868.25 $ 71,131.75

Other mission outreach this triennium
Special	offering	for	Costa	Rica	youth	to	attend	Nicaragua	youth	gathering	 	 $	2,623.75
 (taken in 2015-18 and paid in 2018-2021
Seminary	students	—	as	per	ongoing	resolution,	$500	is	given	to	a	student	from	each	 $	2,000.00
	 seminary	each	year.	2018	and	2019	has	been	paid	out
Convention	offerings	 	 	 $	22,214.95
Anniversary	offering	for	DPS	program	Concordia	Lutheran	Seminary,	Edmonton	 $	7,065.95
	 Unknown	funds	were	also	sent	directly	to	the	seminary	by	societies

COMMITTEE NOTES

In these days of isolation we need to remember our committment to mite giving. 
At national and district conventions we voted to spend our mites on certain projects. 
Those votes were a promise to the recipients that we need to keep.

Our financial leaders, both national and district, will have met online and 
recommend that you find ways to find ways to gather your mites locally and send them, 
as usual, to your district.

Bev McKean, VP Christian Mission

Supporting our chosen projects with mission grants during a pandemic

  Tapestry SUMMER 2020   www.lutheranwomen.ca21 

http://www.lutheranwomen.ca


Why not hold a “Come on Over, Neighbour” event – here’s how and a report on the first such LWMLC event

A successful “Come on over, neighbour” event

When was the last time you 
invited your neighbour over to your 
place? That is the idea behind “Come 
on Over, Neighbour.” 

When the self-isolating and 
social distancing brought about 
by COVID-19 concludes, invite a 
neighbouring society for an evening 
or midday gathering, depending on 
distance. This does not have to be 
an extra event; consider adjusting 
your regular gathering to a time 
that works for your gal-pals from a 
nearby society and yourselves. Do as 
you would normally when you get 

LWMLC gathering be without 
food and time for visiting? 

Importantly, keep it 
simple. This doesn’t have to 
be an over-the-top event, just 
neighbours getting together to 
reconnect. Should you need 
encouraging ideas please feel 
free to contact VP of Christian 
Growth Patricia Kreutzwieser 
at vpchristiangrowth@

lutheranwomen.ca and she will be 
happy to help you pull off a “Come on 
Over, Neighbour” event.  

Chatting over lunch.

MOOSE JAW, Sask. - The ladies of 
Emmanuel Lutheran decided to adjust 
their monthly society gathering from a 
Tuesday night to Saturday midday for 
hosting a “Come on Over, Neighbour” 
event. We invited our neighbours from 
Prince of Peace, Regina to visit us on 
Saturday, February 29. 

We started with coffee, muffins 
and, as when a neighbour comes over, 
“catching up” time. After a good visit, 
Lydia Parker called us together for a 
Bible study entitled “Sisters in Christ.” 
To encourage more mingling, at lunch 
we sat alternately with our neighbours. 
We probably could have sat around 
the lunch table for hours as the visiting 
was great but we re-focused and did a 
hands-on project together making “we 
care” cards for the school children in 
Makwa Sahgaichen First Nation school 

together: Bible study, mite devotion, 
perhaps an ingathering or small-scale 
service project. Also, what would an 

The neighbours show off the “we care” cards they made.

where in past months there have been a plague of 
suicides. We closed with a mite devotion, farewell 
hugs and “thanks for coming over, neighbour.” And, 
as they often say about this type of gathering, “A good 
time was had by all.”

COMMITTEE NOTES

Obituaries
Send brief notices to Tapestry editor, 223 - 250 Hunter Road, Saskatoon, SK S7T 0Y4, tapestry@lutheranwomen.ca. 

On February 6, 2020, in her 87th year, our Lord’s 
faithful servant, Doreen Schaeffer, was called home to Him. 
Doreen was a longtime member of St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Simcoe, Ont., and an active participant in all 
things LWMLC, serving at the society, zone, and district 

levels, as well as on a national committee. Doreen was 
predeceased by her “honey,” Ralph, in December, 2018. She 
is survived by her sons Paul (Laurie) and Scott (Debbie) as 
well as many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
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NEWS FROM ACROSS CANADA

LEDUC, Alta. - St.Peter’s LWMLC 
held their annual Christmas Tea 
on December 7. Everyone brought 
their favourite Christmas baking and 
goodies to share. Melissa Henke-
Lambert read an opening devotion 
prior to enjoying those goodies. 

Everyone’s knowledge was tested 
during Christmas Jeopardy. Questions 
ranged from naming the song the 
Peanuts characters sing at the end of 
Charlie Brown’s Christmas to how 
many months pregnant Elizabeth was 
when Mary came for a visit.  

The big challenge of the afternoon 
was the building of gingerbread 
trains, where everyone attempted to 
make their train look great. Groups 
used items provided, cutting out 
pictures from the box and using the 
corks from the sparkling juice bottle 
as people. 

Pastor Stern with his guitar led the 
group in singing Christmas hymns. 

We are thankful for the nice 
weather and safe roads that day. 

Melissa Henke-Lambert 

A Christmas challenge tests both knowledge and skills

LWML–Canada acknowledges, with thanks, the 
following special gifts…

Memorial and honour gifts made to LWML–
Canada will go into the LWML–Canada “Gifts 
for Growth” Fund.. Other donations are used 

as designated.

Memorial Gifts
•  David Biederman 
 by Redeener Ladies Guild, Sudbury, Ont.
•  Jill Cronie 
 by Concordia LWMLC, Penticton, B.C.
•  Birgit Cummings 
 by Concordia LWMLC, Penticton, B.C.
•  Dorothy Jendrossek 
 by Faith LWMLC, Surrey, B.C.
•  Eunice Pesukic 
 by Redeener Ladies Guild, Sudbury, Ont.
•  Rosalind Schmidt 
 by Veronica Farrelly

Honour Gifts
•  Lillian Dewar, 95th birthday
 by Good Shepherd LWMLC, Winnipeg
•  Sonja Heinemann, 80th birthday
 by Shirley Wisdahl
•  Elma Kisser, 95th birthday
 by Good Shepherd LWMLC, Winnipeg
•  Beverly Lebedynski, 80th 

birthday
 by Shirley Wisdahl
•  Florence Neimar, 100th birthday
 by Good Shepherd LWMLC, Winnipeg

Other gifts to LWMLC
•  Riverbend Lutheran Church, 

Edmonton
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NEWS FROM ACROSS CANADA

FORT QU’APPELLE, Sask. - Our 
Saviour LWMLC reported on two of 
their 2019 activities.
Bible studies

Our Saviour LWMLC sponsors 
Bible studies for the ladies of the 
congregation throughout the year. 
The last study of 2019 took place on 
Saturday, November 23. Seven ladies 
gathered together in fellowship for 
snacks and to delve into the Christmas 
Paradox Bible study written by Rev. 
Richard Juritsch (Tapestry Winter 
2015). 

Society president Lynn Beres 
welcomed everyone and opened 
with prayer. Society member Lavinia 
Henderson led the study. Discussion 
was centred on Bible verses from 
Luke, Exodus, Daniel, Philippians, 1 
Corinthians, Colossians, Romans and 
Ephesians as well as the hymn “Let 
All Together Praise Our Lord” (LSB 
#389). Thoughtful discussion followed 
each of the many questions posed by 
the author. The morning ended with a 
request to have more sessions in 2020 
and a commitment to having the next 
study on February 1. 

Children’s activity packs
Our Saviour Lutheran Church has 

offered a once-a-week after-school 
Bible-based learning program entitled 
“God’s Lambs on Wednesdays” 
(GLOW) for children ages 3 – 12 
instead of Sunday school for many 
years. Program materials are sourced 
from Concordia Publishing House 
and instruction is provided by 
volunteer church members.

As can be expected, unused and 
surplus program materials built up 
over time and were beginning to 
occupy a lot of shelf space. LWMLC 
members who were involved in 
GLOW thought there might be a 
good opportunity to use these as an 
outreach to the community during 

NEEPAWA, Man. - Roughly 18 members from Christ Lutheran Church, 
interested in going carolling on Saturday, December 21, gathered at the church  
for a 5:00 p.m. potluck supper followed by carolling at Country Meadows 
Personal Care Home. Those who couldn’t make the supper met at Country 
Meadows. Boxes of CHRISTmas baking were distributed to the members of the 
congregation living at the care home and later to others in the congregation. The 
group gathered in E Wing and staff members brought the Lutheran residents 
and the residents from that wing to listen to CHRISTmas Carols. We even sang  
Silent Night in German. The carollers went around greeting people and wishing 
them a Merry CHRISTmas.

Later we gathered at the home of one of our shut-in families to sing 
CHRISTmas carols for them. Good food and good fellowship and bringing JOY 
to the residents was a blessing to those who sang and those to whom they sang. 

Jean Borchardt

the annual September rummage sale 
the church holds. A work bee was set 
for August 27 and interested members 
of the congregation and LWMLC 
gathered to sort and assemble 
packages. 

Materials were sorted into two 
age groups (3-6 and 7-12). A leaflet 
was prepared and enclosed with each 
package that included a message to 
parents about using the materials to 
help introduce their child to Christ 
at home through short lessons, crafts, 
stickers and music, information about 
the program and about Divine Service 
at Our Saviour as well as church 
contact information. Most packs 
included two to five lesson leaflets, a 
CD, stickers and crayons. Fifty-five 
packages were assembled and 20 were 
given away during the rummage sale. 
The rest will be made available to 
church members and saved for future 
outreach opportunities.  

Lavinia Henderson

Bible study and surplus material provide opportunities to share the Good News

Keeping Christ in Christmas provided blessings to all

LAMP (Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots) is offering a free 
book of devotions from the past 50 years to celebrate their 50th anniversary.  
Order a copy online at www.lampministry.org/
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Allen
Schellenberg

Lutheran 
Foundation 

Canada

In an article 
I wrote last year, 
cautioning against 
procrastination, I 
briefly shared the 
story of an elderly 
woman and her son. 

They had continually been postponing 
a meeting with the woman’s lawyer, 
until ultimately, they were unable to 
secure a Power of Attorney allowing 
the son to legally act on behalf of his 
mother. This story touched on issues 
that couldn’t be addressed then, due to 
column length, so I thought I should 
revisit this story. 

Basically, although the son was 
encouraging his mother to establish 
a Continuing Power of Attorney for 
Property (POA), given she regularly 
required his assistance regarding her 
financial affairs, she was reluctant to 
do so. This would be admitting she 
needed help, perhaps leading to also 
signing a Power of Attorney for Health 
Care (generally called a Health Care 
Directive). As time passed, it became 
more and more obvious to her that 
she did indeed need the assistance of 
her son, as even more aspects of her 
life became confusing and difficult to 
manage on her own. Unfortunately, 
by the time they scheduled a meeting 
and went to see a lawyer, the lawyer 
refused to sign any power of attorney, 
as the suspected and recently 
confirmed dementia had advanced 
substantially.   

This story brings to light several 
issues related to a Continuing Power 
of Attorney for Property. Notably, 
although dementia is a medical 

issue, it’s the lawyer who has the final 
decision on whether legal documents 
can be notarized. The lawyer’s 
signature on the paper, by default, also 
attests to the signatory being of sound 
mind at the time of signing, and fully 
understanding the implications of the 
documents being signed. 

Ironically, because of the mother’s 
advanced dementia and no signed 
POA, legal control of the mother’s 
affairs then fell to the Public Guardian 
and Trustee (PGT), an office of the 
government, and not the son. In fact, 
at a significant cost, he then applied to 
be the administrator of his mother’s 
affairs, and upon being granted that 
right, still had to regularly submit 
reports to the PGT. So, although 
losing control over her affairs was the 
main reason for the problem, both she 
and her son were now left with less 
control then they would have had if 
she had signed the papers when it was 
possible to do so. 

Interestingly, the feared “loss of 
control” is avoided in most POAs by 
including a “springing” or “milestone” 
clause, whereby the POA does 
not take affect until such time as a 
specific event occurs. Case in point, 
the mother’s POA could have been 
signed early on and only after the 
dementia had advanced, initiating 
the springing clause, would the son 
have then used the authority granted 
to him. It should be noted, that most 
POAs for property, are usually called a 
“Continuing” or an “Enduring” POA 
(based on province), which refers to 
a specific clause that MUST be stated 
within the POA, namely, that the 

POA continues should the grantor 
(the mother in this case) be deemed 
mentally infirm. 

Many years ago, following the 
passing of my father, I signed a POA 
with my mother, without a springing 
clause even being included, but 
it does have a “enduring” clause. 
Surprisingly, without the “enduring” 
clause and if my mother became 
mentally infirm, the POA would 
become null and void, terminating my 
authority as the appointed attorney. 
In our case, it meant I could, when 
needed, immediately speak on her 
behalf AND could continue to do so 
if she was deemed mentally infirm. 
Assuming there is a caring and loving 
relationship between the son and 
mother, and respect of the mother’s 
desire to maintain control of her life 
in those areas where she can, their 
story highlights the fact that POAs 
don’t have to be an “all or nothing” 
legalistic agreement. My mother’s 
POA gave me immediate “authority,” 
but I only used this authority in areas 
where it was needed. So, although I 
have full legal authority to access her 
bank accounts, I have never done so, 
as there’s been no need. However, I do 
make calls to Service Canada on her 
behalf, and manage her investments, 
the current mutually agreed upon 
limit of my assistance. 

May God continue to guide and 
direct all that we do regarding our 
future years and our estate plans, so 
that in all things it may be pleasing to 
Him, and a blessing to family and to 
ministry.

Avoiding problems with a Continuing Power of Attorney for Property
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SAVE THE DATE
Next national convention — July 8-11, 2021 — hosted by ABC District

http://www.lutheranwomen.ca


LWML–CANADA RESOURCES

Download on Demand Resources Gifts, Treasures and Society Supplies

Order gifts and supplies from
resourcecentre@lutheranwomen.ca

1-800-263-2664 ext. 233

Order this study and other program helps using 
the catalogue found at lutheranwomen.ca/

resources/resource-centre/catalogue

Am I a Servant like Martha or Like Mary? (New Bible 
study) As women, the story of Martha and Mary is one 
we can all relate to. As in this study, you may have asked 
the question, “Was Martha treated fairly over Mary?” or 
“What does this mean for me in service to my church 
and my Lord—am I a Martha or a Mary?” This Bible 
study is in two parts. Part 1 concerns itself with Martha 
and Mary and their relationship with Jesus. Part 2 deals 
with our servanthood in light of Scripture. Comes 
complete with a  leader’s guide and participant pages.

7 pages  C-20-01
Available from the 
LWMLC Resource Centre

Copies of LWML–
Canada’s 25-year-
history were 
purchased for 
sale at the district 
conventions. Not all 
were sold so some 
are in hand at the 

Resource Centre (resourcecentre@
lutheranwomen.ca). They may be 
ordered from there until we run 
out, when they will continue to be 
available from Lulu.com. 

READY TO SERVE! We are very excited to announce 
that the program helps (Bible studies, devotions, dramas/
sketches, handouts/guidelines, litanies, patterns/projects, 
prayer services, song scores, workshops/retreats/seminars) 
in our catalogue are now all available to our members at 
no charge through Download on Demand Resources. We 
invite you to go to our website: lutheranwomen.ca. On the 
top banner click on the Resources tab. On the drop down, 
go to Download on Demand Resources. All the program 
helps are listed in the catalogue posted on that page and 
you will find directions for ordering on page 24 of the 
catalogue. Within 48 hours of sending your request, your 
order will be filled.    

The launch of Download on Demand Resources has 
been a while in coming and we thank you for your patience 
concerning this project. It is great to now say, “LWMLC 
Download on Demand Resources awaits your requests.” 
Check out Download on Demand Resources and consider 
requesting any of these program helps for your society, 
zone, district, or even personal use.

VP Christian Growth
Patricia Lach Kreutzwieser 

We’re now live!

Please note that gifts and supplies and such from 
section 1 of the catalogue are not available from 
Download on Demand Resources. To order these 
items, please email resourcecentre@lutheranwomen.
ca or call 1-800-263-2664 ext. 233. The catalogue 
for gifts, treasures and society supplies is available 
our LWMLC website, lutheranwomen.ca/resources/
resource-centre/catalogue.

Coming Very Soon – Our Member 
Development Committee is working 
to establish an online opportunity for 
us to encourage one another in these 
trying times by reflecting on God’s 
actions in our life.

New cross designs available

1 - 11 @ $3.29 each
                                        
12 plus @ 2.99 each

For larger quantities, please 
contact the Resource 
Centre at resourcecentre@
lutheranwomen.ca.

M-20-01

M-20-02
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DIRECTORY

Data Manager
 Samantha Neeb
1-519-703-0448
datamanager@lutheranwomen.ca
Parliamentarian
 To be announced
parliamentarian@lutheranwomen.ca
Archivist/Historian
 To be announced
archivist@lutheranwomen.ca
Structure Chairman
 Gail Mitchell
structure@lutheranwomen.ca
Pastoral Counsellors
 Rev. Jeffery Dul
h: 1-587-566-7186
counsellordul@lutheranwomen.ca
 Rev. Jim Keller
ch: 1-519-745-4891
counsellorkeller@lutheranwomen.ca
Editor-in-Chief
 Marion Hollinger
223 - 250 Hunter Road
Saskatoon, SK S7T 0Y4
1-306-343-7396
tapestry@lutheranwomen.ca

OFFICERS

APPOINTED PERSONNEL

President
 Linda Long
11 Ilderbrook Circle
Ilderton, ON N0M 2A0
h: 1-519-666-3915  c: 1-705-500-0475
president@lutheranwomen.ca
VP, Member Development 
 Annette Borchardt
1-204-866-4736
vpmemberdevelopment@lutheranwomen.ca
VP, Christian Mission
 Bev McKean
1-905-791-6973
vpchristianmission@lutheranwomen.ca
VP, Christian Growth
 Patricia Kreutzwieser
1-306-684-9077
vpchristiangrowth@lutheranwomen.ca
VP, Communication
 Becky Wandio
1-780-914-4536
vpcommunication@lutheranwomen.ca
Recording Secretary
 Jamie Fulton
1-250-299-7062
recordingsec@lutheranwomen.ca
Financial Secretary
 Fay Schatschneider
36521 Range Road 33
Red Deer County, AB T4G 0N1
1-403-728-3495
financialsec@lutheranwomen.ca

Treasurer
 Karen Nerbas
8607 87th Street
Osoyoos, BC V0H 1V2
1-250-495-0655
treasurer@lutheranwomen.ca

7040 Ada Boulevard
Edmonton, AB T5B 4E3
(780) 474-1468
admin@concordiasem.ab.ca
www.concordiasem.ab.ca

Through your prayer and 
financial support, you help 
prepare pastors to preach 
the Gospel for the sake of 
the church and the world.

Your Seminary also provides  
you with:
• distance courses
• Quest extension class

learn grow serve

Devote yourself  to home study with new 
resources from Lutheran Hour Ministries

LHM resources are available from 
Lutheran Laymen's League of Canada. 

info@lll.ca www.lll.ca   1-800-555-6236

The	new	booklet	30 Days of Household Devotions	is	based	
on	the	short	Daily	Devotions	put	out	by	Lutheran	Hour	
Ministries.	This	booklet	includes	30	sample	devotions	that	
are great for individual or group study.  

30 Days of Household Devotions contains	short	devotions	
on	various	topics—each	with	questions	to	help	you	
think through what you’ve just read and 
a simple prayer to help you form a daily 
practice	of	household	devotions.	

Another	great	new	resource	for	children	
is The Bible Tells Me So—a	kid’s	booklet	of	creatively	
illustrated scripture verses. Each page features verses 
in rhyme to highlight the texts and help children 
understand	the	life-changing	truths	of	the	Bible.		

30 Days of Household Devotions and The Bible Tells Me So are great 
together or on their own—whether you are looking for ways to grow 
individually, as a group, or for worship as a household.
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Lutheran Foundation Canada
REFLECTING GOD’S GRACE

Plan.  Make a difference,
for your loved ones and
the ministries you value.

Plan today
for the ministry
of tomorrow.

Call a Gift Coordinator today

1-877-711-4438 toll free
www.lutheranfoundation.ca

A FINANCIAL MINISTRY OF LCC

Of the $63 million in gifts designated 

by donors to specific LCC ministry 

organizations, one-third will go to 

congregations.

Is your congregation ready?

See the suggested Congregational Gift 

Acceptance and Use Policy on the 

Foundation’s Resource page.


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	by Ruth Ann Misener
	COMMITTEE NOTES

	by Irene Warpula
	What does a “spiritual body” mean to you?

	by Diane Dennis
	Here I am, Lord, with pen in hand

	Nurturing God’s little children
	Now what?
	by Judy Hagen
	A Hidden Gift

